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“Jesus answered them, and said, My doctrine is not mine, but hes that 
sent me. If any man will do his will, he shall know of the doctrine, 
whether it be of God, or whether I speak of myself.”—Sr. JoHN vit: 16, 17. 
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GENERAL CONFERENCE. 


THE Sixty-fifth Annual Conference of the Church of Jesus Christ of 
Latter-day Saints convened in the Tabernacle, Salt Lake City, at 10 am. 
on Friday, April 5, 1895. The following authorities were on the stand: 

Of the First Presidency—Wilford Woodruff, George Q. Cannon, Joseph 
F. Smith; of the Quorum of the Twelve Apostles—Lorenzo Snow, Franklin 
D. Richards, Brigham Young, Francis M. Lyman, George Teasdale, Heber 
J. Grant, John W. Taylor, Marriner W. Merrill, Abraham H. Cannon; 
Patriarch John Smith; of the Presidency of the Seventies—Seymour B. 
Young, George Reynolds, J. G. Kimball, and R. 8. Wells; of the Presiding 
Bishopric—William B. Preston, Robert T. Burton, and John R. Winder. 

There were also many Presidents of Stakes and other prominent Elders 
from various parts of Utah Territory and contiguous regions. 

Conference was called to order by President George Q. Cannon. 

The choir sang the hyma: 

All hail the glorious day, 
By Prophets long foretold. 

| The opening prayer was offered by Elder George Teasdale. 

Singing by the choir: 
Come, dearest Lord, descend and dwell, 

By faith and love, in every breast. 


PRESIDENT WILFORD WOODRUFF 
said: I feel that all our hearts this morning should be filled with grati- 
tude and thanksgiving to God, our heavenly Father, for the blessings 
which we as a people enjoy. A Jong generation, as men count time, has 
passed away with all its events connected with the last dispensation of 
the fulness of times, in our day and generation. The Church of Christ 
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has been organized in fulfilment of the revelations of God, which were given 
through men who were moved upon by the gift of the Holy Ghost in their 
day and generation. Many nations and the islands of the sea have heard 
the proclamation of the Gospel. The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter- 
day Saints has been organized, not only here, but among many nations, 
and tens of thousands of the sons of God have been gathered together, 
here in the land of Zion. The Gospel has been preached according to the 
promises of God unto the nations, by men who have been called and sent 
forth to warn the inhabitants of the earth of those great events which are 
to come to pass before the coming of the Son of Man. 

We ourselves have passed through many of those scenes which have 
been prophesied of by the ancient Patriarchs and Prophets called of God, 
and to-day we dwell here in the mountains of Israel. The Lord has 
enabled His people to rear temples to the name of the Most High God, 
here and in other parts of the earth; here the dead have been redeemed 
and the living blessed, and the promises of God have been carried out 
according to His words to holy men from Abraham to Joseph Smith. I 
feel myself that we should be filled with gratitude for the blessings we 
enjoy from time to time. 1 hope and pray that while we assemble 
together we may enjoy the Spirit of God and our hearts be united 
together as the heart of one man; that our prayers may be drawn out 
before the Lord, that His blessings may be with us, and that those who 
speak to us may do so by the inspiration of the Holy Ghost and the power 
of God. 

I feel to thank God for myself that I have lived to see this day and 
have mingled with the brethren for so many years, and my life has still 
been preserved so that I may endeavor to do something with the Saints 
for the redemption of the children of men. I hope and pray that the 
blessings and power of God may rest upon the Apostles and Elders and 
the Saints of God while we are together upon this occasion. This is my 
desire and prayer unto the Lord my God in the name of Jesus Christ. 
Amen. 

ELDER ABRAHAM H. CANNON 

was the next speaker. He expressed his pleasure at the fact that the 
Saints were again permitted to assemble in General Conference under 
favorable circumstances. Notwithstanding all the trials that had con- 
fronted them they were still in a comparatively happy and prosperous 
condition. Some of the greatest of these perplexing conditions were in 
the nature of financial burdens. He believed that at no distant day the 
Lord would open the way for deliverance from these distressing surround- 
ings. Progress in spiritual matters was liable to be impeded by the 
necessity of attention being too much engrossed with temporal subjects. 
He was specially desirous that the burdens of the First Presidency might 
be speedily lifted. The Church, however, was not in a critical condition, 
as its credit was superior to that of anything else in the country. It had 
& great and liberal people behind it. 

The requests directed to the Church from the Stakes were too great, 
and ought to be curtailed. He believed that if the Bishops and other 
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leading officers would look about them and devise means of employment 
and develop resources, such demands would be unnecessary, and distress 
and poverty would vanish. If this course were taken, remunerative labor 
would be plentiful, and the present situation be relieved. The speaker 
was aware of the fact that some of the unemployed people of this city had 
pieces of land which are not cultivated. Why should not this source of 
productivity be utilized? He knew of a man who supported himself and 
family by the cultivation, for the production of vegetables, of one acre 
and a quarter of ground. It was not pleasing in the sight of God for men 
to spend their time idly upon the streets when such opportunities for 
labor existed. Why should those located here await the coming of people 
from the East to establish industries? When they come the residents 
donate money and land to assist them in inaugurating industrial establish- 
ments. Why could not the people here do this independently, of them- 
selves, without awaiting the coming of strangers? The speaker named 
individual instances of men of thrift and industry removing from this 
city to other stakes and wresting a livelihood from the fruitful goil. It 
was not necessary, however, neither was it wise, for the Saints to go to 
regions greatly distant from here. There were numerous facilities in the 
immediate vicinity and localities not very remote. 

The experience of employers has proved that many men are unable to 
direct in wisdom their own work, to say nothing of directing the work of 
others. Every man should be, as far as possible, the master of his own 
labors; if this could not be done, he should place himself under the direc- 
tion of one who had ability and the inspiration of God. Every man, 
woman, and child should be a producer. All such, if industrious and 
capable, would always be able to secure employment. Any honorable 
work, with any wage, is better than idleness and poverty. The straitened 
circumstances of capitalists prevent them from engaging in the enterprises 
which characterized the past few years, and hence the duty incumbent 
upon every man to look after his labor and to avoid idleness and conse- 
quent sin. 

ELDER MARRINER W. MERRILL 

followed. He had learned long ago that the system of religion adopted 
by the Latter-day Saints originated not with man but with the Lord. 
This testimony came to him in his youth, and he had never doubted its 
truth since that time. Those who had gathered here from the nations and 
had become identified with the Church of Christ, should examine them- 
selves, and sit in judgment upon their fellowship with the Lord, that 
wickedness might be eliminated from their natures, and they be led in the 
way of light. 

Not talking, but doing, would count with the Lord. The outer show of 
accomplishments was as nothing compared with walking humbly and 
faithfully in righteousness, with tithes, prayers, fasting, attendance at 
meetings, peace in the family and with neighbors, and secret devotions. 
The peace and joy of secret devotion was referred to as productive of 
great satisfaction, not obtainable by any other means. The happiest 
people among the Latter-day Saints were those who lived nearest to the 
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Lord and did their duty most fully. They had no cause to complain of 
their leaders, but their hearts were always full of prayer and blessings for 
the Priesthood of God. 

Revelation was not confined to any particular class, but it was for the 
people at large in their own private affairs. In secret devotion this 
revelation was most manifest, and it was public only in the case of those 
who were in a position to direct the affairs of the people as a whole. 
Joseph Smith had been called to lead the entire people, and hence the 
publicity of his revelations. With the ordinary man the manifestation 
would be to the inward heart, producing joy and satisfaction. Each one 
in this conference should have examined his heart, and if it was in a pro- 
per condition he would have a time of refreshing and gladness, and carry 
the spirit of the conference to his home. 

The speaker bore record to the truth of the remarks of Elder Abraham 
H. Cannon. He regretted the tendency, now so prevalent, to call upon 
the Trustee-in-trust for appropriations to apply on various enterprises. 
Proper consideration of circumstances should prompt the people to help 
themselves in their stake and ward affairs, or in private enterprises. 
Labor enough was wasted every year in various wards to build meeting 
houses or to carry on any similar enterprise, and the utilizing of this labor 
would produce a beneficial result on the people themselves, in addition to 
relieving the general authorities of a great deal of their financial anxiety. 

ELDER JOHN W. TAYLOR 

next addressed the Conference. He had been highly delighted with the 

nstructions of the previous speakers. They had portrayed the necessity 
for the people being employed. Some of the people need employment for 
their minds as well as their hands. He delighted to belong to an organ- 
ization in which a man could express his own views without restriction 
and in which all things were done by common consent. He had been 
thinking of the early history of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day 
Saints. He understood that Joseph Smith was raised up to establish the 
Gospel in its fulness. He was not prepared beforehand by attendance at 
educational institutions. He was taken by divine call from the field. 
where he labored with his father. From the time he received the call to do 
the great work he was destined to accomplish, he was subjected to the 
attacks of Satan. The animosity and machinations of men were directed 
against him, and continued until he laid down his life for the testimony of 
Jesus. This opposition should not be a matter of surprise, as Joseph 
Smith was an instrument in the hand of God in invading the dominion of 
Satan. The speaker then alluded to the persecutions against the Church 
suffered by the Saints in Ohio, Missouri, and Illinois. These conditions 
caused some of those who had embraced the Gospel to fall by the way and 
make shipwreck of their faith. During one critical situation of the 
Church there were only two even of the quorum of the Twelve Apostles 
who stood true and steadfast to Joseph the Prophet—Brigham Young and 
Heber C. Kimball. Those who turned away from the Church in its days 
of tribulation were such as received the seed of the Gospel in stony ground, 
The speaker could see the same disposition cropping out in our own day 
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He referred to those who took satisfaction in, and gave endorsement to, 
falsehoods that were being published against the Church of Christ. He 
did not refer to people who were not connected with the Church by mem- 
bership, but to those who were. Hedwelt fur some time upon the necessity 
of the Saints shunning and avoiding every disposition in the direction of 
finding fault with the servants of God. He did not regret that fault was 
found with the presiding authorities of the Church; it was an evidence 
that the latter were walking in the line of their exalted duties. The con- 
cluding portion of Elder Taylor’s discourse was in the nature of advice to 
the Saints to avoid the spirit of fault-finding. 
The choir sang the anthem: 


Raise a song, a song of joy. 
Benediction by Elder Angus M. Cannon. 


AFTERNOON SESSION. 

2p.m. Singing by the choir: 

Guide us, O Thou great Jehovah, 

Saints unto the promised land. 
Prayer by Elder John D. T. McAllister. 
Singing: 
What was witnessed in the heavens? 
Why, an angel, earthward bound. 


ELDER HEBER J. GRANT 

was the first speaker. He hoped that the remarks made during the con- 
ference might have the effect of awakening the hearers to renewed 
diligence in the work which had been given the Saints of God. He felt 
to rejoice in the fact that he had been permitted to enter the service of 
God and work for the accomplishment of His purposes, and stated that 
humility and faithfulness would keep all similiarly engaged in the line of 
their duty. Self-sufficiency would have the opposite effect. He desired 
all the Latter-day Saints to grow in a knowledge of God, and the only way 
to accomplish this was to keep the commandments of God and recognize 
His authority and assist to accomplish His purposes upon the earth. 
Those who neglected their duties showed too much of a tendeney to find 
excuses for their dilatoriness. But he who did this was deficient in the 
Spirit of God. Every duty should be done in its fulness, in order that 
excuses might not be necessary, for such excuses had their origin in evil. 

He regretted to say that many of the Latter-day Saints were careless in 
the performance of their duties. Laziness was worthy of contempt, and 
the idle man was always ailing, while the busy man was healthy and 
strong. So a building which was filled with machinery, constantly in 
operation, was capable of prolonged existence after an unoccupied build- 
ing had crumbled into dust. Every man possessed ability in and of him- 
self to accomplish something for the advancement of the Kingdom of God. 
He did not need to wait for others to tell him what to do. 

Referring to fast offerings, the speaker said that too small a proportion 
of the amount necessary to support the poor was received from this source. 
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Every ward, he said, could take care of its own poor, and this could be 
done by omitting one meal every month and giving its equivalent to the 
poor. This was a duty which should not be neglected. Yet only twenty- 
five per cent of the support of the poor was received by fast donations 
from the people, and last year $75,000 was appropriated from the general 
funds. 


Tithing was not what it should be. If tithes and offerings were paid as 
they should be, there would be no need whatever for the Church to be in 
a crippled condition financially. He hoped all his hearers would be doers 
of the word of God in this and other respects. 

ELDER GEORGE TEASDALE 
was the next speaker. Following is a brief synopsis of his remarks: Each 
individual had a character and a reputation. The latter was what we 
seemed to be, the former what we really were, and as God and the angels 
understood us to be. We would take our character—our individuality— 
with us when we left this sphere. No matter how upright a servant of 
God might be, he would not escape calumny. Even the Son of God did 
not escape this evil speaking. But it did not effect or injure His glorious 
character. In relation to the payment of tithing, we did not pay it to the 
Bishop, but to the Lord, who knew whether or not we performed this duty 
faithfully. We could not deceive Him. What God wanted was our 
heart; in other words our affections. We went on missions, and our sons 
also engaged in this glorious labor. We did this because we loved God 
better than wealth and earthly distinction. At the family altar we tend- 
ered our gratitude to God, and pleaded with Him because we had confi- 
dence in Him and revered Him. There were men and women who were 
so self-sufficient that they did not solicit the Lord for anything. Butonly 
those who acknowledged the Lord in all] things were in a position to receive 
the greatest blessings. Confidence might be reposed in a man who repre- 
sented God and was in the line of his duty. Scholastic attainments with- 
out faith were characterized as worthless, for faith combined with works 
alone would bring about true progress. } 

The instructions of Moses to the people had not been repealed, and if 
men were kind to themselves they would live up to these and other pre- 
cepts, and thus gain the reward promised to the faithful. No one who 
loved Jesus Christ would want the iniquities of the world. All who had 
the Spirit of God would wish to keep themselves unspotted from sin, and 
surely the authorities of the Church would desire to be in this condition. 
To stab a man in the back was a cowardly, unkind act, but chiefly disas- 


trous to the perpetrator of the deed. 
So far as men showed their faith and integrity in the work of God, 


would they receive the benefit of the work of God’s representatives on the 
earth. Those who were blessed with authority to do this could afford to 
be magnanimous, and the work of the Latter-day Saints in government in 
the past had proved that they could be trusted. 

The only thing for the Saints was to attend to their duties in the Priest- 
hood, and if they were to put any other duty ahead of these,’they would 
be in a dangerous condition. If rulers should run the people into debt 
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and bondage, they should be thrown out of office, and give place to those 
who would administer public affairs in a spirit of economy and honesty. 
PRESIDENT WILFORD WOODRUFF 
made a brief explanation as to how the Church had been loaded with 
financial burdens. He showed that it had been mainly brought about by 
the action of the general government in seizing the property of the Saints, 
Much of that which was takew was money that the First Presidency did 
not have in possession and never had it. This action had entailed the 
undertaking of burdensome obligations. He spoke hopefully in relation 
to the prospect for the future, however, and exhorted the Saints to do all 
they could to make the burdens of the church as light as possible by each 
local division being as far as practicable, self-supporting. 
PRESIDENT GEORGE Q. CANNON 
spoke briefly. He compared the condition of the Latter-day Saints with 
that of other communities. The drawing of this contrast was favorable to 
the people of this region. The speaker dwelt upon the paternal care ex 
ercised by the Church over the Saints, and showed that it was through its 
agency that this region had been populated and settlements fostered which 
would, except for its beneficent influence, never have been established. 
This statement was sustained by proofs furnished by the history of this 
great western commonwealth. He showed that the object of the Church 
was to establish righteousness and truth in the earth, this being its 
exalted mission. 
The choir sang the anthem: 
O come, let us sing unto the Lord. 


Benediction by Elder David M. Stuart. 
[TO BE CONTINUED. ] 


FACTS AND EVENTS. 


A new compound has been discovered in the Kent laboratory at the Chicago Univers- 
ity which has sweetening powers in excess of those possessed by saccharin. While work- 
ing upon a substance derived from the coal tar products, Dr. H. L. Wheeler happened to 
touch his pencil to his tongue. He was astonished that it had a very sweet taste. Dr, 
Wheeler found that he had done some writing on a piece of filter paper upon which there 
was a very small quantity of the material which he had been working with. This led him 
to look into the matter and he found that the substance had an after-taste like that of 
licorice. Candy-makers and druggists who have examined the new substance say it will 
prove valuable in many ways. 

Professor Ramsey has announced that in his endeavors to discover a compound of ar- 
gon he had experimented with a rare earth—clevite, we believe—which was said to yield 
nitrogen when acted upon by sulphuric acid. Instead of nitrogen, argon was evolved but 
associated with it was some strange gas. On examiuation this turns out to be helium, 
the lightest of all the possible elements, whose existence, apart from the demands of che- 
mical theory, had only been inferred from the line D3 in the solar spectrum. It is the 
first of all the elements for below this comes the hypothetical “‘ protyle”—that pre-ele 
mentary cosmic stuff from which all the elements are supposed to have condensed. Al- 
though this small quantity of heliam was only found a few days ago its existence has been 
confirmed by Professor Urookes, who has identified its spectrum, of which the most pow 
erful line is that at a wave-length of 587-47 micro-millimetres. 
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THE LATTER-DAY SAINTS’ MILLENNIAL STAR. 


THURSDAY, APRIL 25, 1895. 


THE POPE’S ENCYCLICAL. 


Ts much talked-of letter of the Pope to the people of England asking 
them to return to the Catholic faith has been authoritatively translated 
into the English language, and it contains many points calculated to cause 
inquiry among thinking people as to where they stand, religiously speaking. 
There has been a great deal written and spoken of late on this question of 
uniting with the mother church, and the prospects at present certainly seem 
no less favorable than they have been heretofore. The Pope realizes this 
as is shown by the tenor of the document just sent out. We give a brief 
synopsis of it. 

Attention is first called to a similar letter written last summer, which - 
was addressed to al] nations, including England. The See of Rome has 
always_had a feeling of good will towards this nation, especially from the 
time of Gregory the Great. The fact that England was the first nation 
to be wrenched from the power of Rome during the Reformation in the 
16th:century is feelingly dwelt upon. Ever since that period the faithful 
in the Catholic Church have been very anxious for a return of England to 
that faith. 

Joy is expressed that the social and labor problems have been so ably 
dealt with, and that so many English people are in favor of education 
based on religious teaching. On the other hand deep concern is felt on 
‘account of the growth of Rationalism and Materialism, which are said to 
“weaken and paralyze not religion only, but the very springs of thought ° 
‘and action.” The general observance of the Sabbath, in England, and the 
civilizing influences exerted by the British people upon the barbarous 
tribes with which they come in contact, are prominently pointed out. 

After several other praises are offered to the English people, a call is 
made, first upon the Catholics of England to assist by their prayers and 
labors in bringing about the desired union. Then St. Gregory is implored 
as also Augustine and all the Saints back to Peter; and above all “Mary 
the Holy Mother of God, whom Christ Himself from the cross left to be 
the mother of mankind to whom your kingdom was dedicated by your 
forefathers under that glorious title, ‘The Dowry of Mary.’” 

A prayer addressed to the Blessed Virgin is appended to the letter, and 
the Pope says concerning this: “We grant to all those who piously recite 
the prayer appended to this letter, to whatever nation they may belong, 
an indulgence of 300 days; moreover a plenary indulgence once a month 
on the observance of the usual conditions of those who recite it daily.” 
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It is certain that such a step has not been taken without a due consider- 
ation of the present religious conditions, and the hope that it will finally 
accomplish the result aimed at. The divided and subdivided condition of 
Protestant Christendom has ever been used as a reproach against it by 
the Catholics. When Luther and Zwingli could not agree, the Catholic 
Church pointed out, and with a show of reason, the inconsistent position 
which these two men occupied when they claimed both to be inspired, but 
arrived at conclusions exactly opposite. Since their day the idea of pri- 
vate interpretation of the Scriptures has grown until it is now thought 
nothing extraordinary when a man starts a new sect, founding it upon a 
few isolated passages of Scripture which he thinks are important to the 
exclusion of all else. 

The document from Rome has caused a great commotion in religious 
circles, the papers on both sides commenting more or less strongly upon 
the results likely to accrue. Whether the subject of Divine authority 
will force itself into recognition among the Protestant churches remains 
to be seen, but it is plain that the moment it does so, that part of Christi- 
anity will have no ground tostand upon. The authority either is or is 
not with the Catholics; the Protestants are certainly excluded for not one 
of the reformers even claimed to have received his appointment from 
Heaven. If the authority is not in the mother church, then to obtain 
it a man must be ordained by those who previously held it. There is no 
middle position. 

It is not expected, even by Catholics, that an immediate union will take 
place between the Roman and the English churches. The Catholic Times 
has the following regarding a circumstance that happened lately: “The 
interview which Lord Halifax, President of the English Church Union 
has had with his Holiness Leo XIII will, it may be predicted, bring a storm 
of abuse on the High Church. As the head of the society which embraces 
over three thousand Anglican clergymen and some thirty Anglican Bishops, 
his Lordship will be Sovuses by the Evangelicals of striving to undo the 
Reformation. * * Asa matter of fact no High Church- 
man and no Catholic can as so sanguine as to expect an immediate accep- 
tance of Papal authority by the established Church. That may come to 
pass in half a century or so, but for the present it is well that misunder- 
standings should be removed and a better mutal feeling created.” 

The possibility of a return to Catholicism, and the fact that there is no idea 
advanced of any concessions to be made by that church, all tend to show 
the need for a recognized authority in matters doctrinal. The Scriptures 
must be accepted in their plain meaning, or there will be no end of con- 
fusion, and where differences of opinion prevail, certainly there must be 
in the Church of God a power capable of giving the correct interpretation. 
How this can be done without revelation through the inspiration of the 
Holy Ghost is one of the problems for both Catholics and Protestants to 
solve, B. 


Arrivals.—The following named Elders arrived in Liverpool per 
American Line steamer Kensington on April 17, 1895: For the British 
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Mission—Thomas Greenhalgh of Kanab; F. B. Goold of Monroe; Roger 
Horrocks of Heber City; Alexander Street of Hoytsville; William T. 
Salt of Hooper; E. J. Ellis of Vernal; D. E. Price and Thomas Williams 
of Samaria, Idaho; and Charles Peterson of Mesa, Arizona: For the 


’ §$Seandinavian Mission—E. A. Olsen of Ogden: For the Netherlands 


Mission—Henry Koldewyn of Ogden: For the Turkish Mission—Nels 
C. Christiansen of West Weber. Mrs. Mary Hunt of Salt Lake City 
accompanied the Elders, having come on a visit. The trip was very 
pleasant and all arrived feeling well. The brethren for Scandinavia 
and the Netherlands continued their journey on the 19th. 


RELEASES AND APPOINTMETS.—The following named Elders have been 
honorably released to return home, May 2, 1895:— 

Elder Heber C. Boden from presiding over the Liverpool Conference; 

Elder Miles A. Romney from laboring as Traveling Elder in the Liver- 
pool Conference. 

Elder James Duckworth has been appointed to preside over the Liver- 
pool Conference ; 

Elders D. E. Price, Thomas Williams, and E. J. Ellis have been appoint- 
ed to labor as Traveling Elders in the Welsh Conference; 

Elders Thomas Greenhalgh and William T. Salt have been appointed to 
labor as Traveling Elders in the Manchester Conference; 

Elder F. B. Goold has been appointed to labor as Traveling Elder in the 
Birmingham Conference ; 

Elder Roger Horrocks has been appointed to labor as Traveling Elder 
in the Liverpool Conference ; 

Elder Alexander Street has been appointed to labor as Traveling Elder 
in the Sheffield Conference ; 

Elder Charles Peterson has been appointed to labor as Traveling Elder 
in the Irish Conference. 


NEWCASTLE CONFERENCE Notice.—The Newcastle Conference will be 
held in Miners’ Hall, Hebburn-Colliery-on-Tyne, on Sunday, May 5, 1895. 
Meetings will commence at 10 a.m. and 2:30 and 6:30 p.m. 


NOTTINGHAM CONFERENCE. 


THE Nottingham Conference convened at the Temperance Hal], St. Ann’s 
Street, Nottingham, on Sunday, April 7, 1895. There were present: 
Anthon H. Lund, President of the European Mission; Alfred L. Booth, of 
the Liverpool Office; W. H. Streeper, Jr., President of, and James T. 
Lovett, Traveling Elder in, the Sheffield Conference; J. B. Patterson, 
President of, and Joseph S. Mousley and Ben R. Eldredge, Traveling 
Elders in, the Birmingham Conference; John W. Crook, Traveling 
Elder in the Manchester Conference; N. T. Porter, Jr., President of, 
and H. J. Smith, John Belliston, Richard Jefferies, John W. Ord, 
Nathan Reeves, James C. Woods, Alma Johnson, James R. Hardman, 
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William G. Westwood, Joseph Fowers, and E. W. Clayton, Traveling 
Elders in, the Nottingham Conference. 

The morning session was well attended, the main body of the hall being 
filled with representatives from the several branches. 

At the afternoon service the general and local authorities of the Church 
were unanimously sustained, and the statistical and labor reports for the 
past six months ending April 7, were read as follows: Seventies 12; Elders 
34; Priests 12; Deacons 20; members 271; total officers and members 360. 
Tracts distributed 10,915; houses visited 6,664; Gospel conversations ; 650 
books sold and given away 160; open-air meetings 4; in-door meetings 
477; Sunday School sessions 73; Baptisms 15; confirmations 15; emigrat- 
ed over eight years old 3; under eight years of age 4; children blessed 8; 
deaths 1. 

The evening meeting was truly a fitting close to this spiritual feast-day 
of the assembled Saints and strangers. Several of the latter expressed 
their wonderment at the sincerity, earnestness, and unity of spirit mani- 
fested, while some were free to acknowledge the convincing power of testi- 
mony so strongly supported by Scripture and reason. 

On the following morning a Priesthood meeting was held, at which the 
Elders reviewed their labors and experience, and all reaped a golden har- 
vest of wholesome advice ripened by the sweet influence of the Holy Spirit. 

A social gathering in the evening repeated the pleasant experiences of 
the eve before the Sabbath, and concluded our conference associations. 

H. J. Smrru, Clerk of Conference. 


CONTINUOUS REVELATION. 


[CONCLUDED FROM PAGE 254.] 

Ir is asserted that the “canon of Scripture is full,” i.e. that God will 
never more reveal any truths pertaining to the salvation of man or any 
thing else. And for lack of better argument to establish this insup- 
portable proposition we are referred to St. John’s words in the last of his 
glorious revelation: “If any man shall add unto these things, God shall add 
unto him the plagues that are written in this book.” How absurd! 
Moses wrote the same thing regarding the revelation recorded in the book 
of Deuteronomy. The Emancipator like the Revelator spoke of the book 
he was then writing, not books that succeeding prophets should write. 
According to the above reasoning all the writers of the Scriptures from 
the Pentateuch to the Apocalypse have offended God in writing as He 
commanded them. Again: John’s revelation was given at Patmos while 
the prophet was suffering banishment during the reign of Domitian, 
toward the end of the first century. Upon his return from exile, at the 
solicitation of the Ephesian Saints, he wrote his Gospel and according to 
the reasoning above mentioned the beloved Apostle drew down upon his 
own head the curse and judgment against which he warned others. To 
say that when John laid down his inspired pen at Ephesus not another 
word would afterwards receive divine sanction, is to declare that the 
fountain of truth from which he drew is exhausted and dried up. 
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We are told that the Gospel was preached unto the ancestors of those 
Israelites who lived in the apostolic, age, but says Paul, “it did not profit 
them, not being mixed with faith.” “The scripture, forseeing that God 
would justify the heathen through faith preached before the gospel unto 
Abraham.” Enoch through his righteousness gained the intimate associa- 
tion of God and walked with Him for three hundred years and was trans- 
lated, as also was Elijah. Noah preached righteousness for many years 
and Moses not only suffered “reproach” for Christ’s sake in Egypt, but 
baptized all Israel unto God in the Red Sea. Christ said of these holy men, 
“there shall be weeping and gnashing of teeth, when ye shall see 
Abraham, and Isaac, and Jacob, and all the prophets, in the kingdom of 
God, and you yourselves thrust out.” Now, from the Lord’s words we learn 
that these men must have entered into the Kingdom of God to have 
enjoyed the rest therein found, and they could not have entered that 
kingdom unless they were “born of water and of the Spirit.” They cer- 
tainly, then, must have understood the Gospel to have received its princi- 
ples and ordinances for there is “none other name under heaven given 
among men, whereby we must be saved” than that of Christ Jesus. 

Having established this fact, that the Gospel was revealed and taught 
by those holy patriarchs and prophets, for to Christ “they al] gave wit- 
ness,” and scriptures were written, which foresaw that “God would justify 
the heathen,” etc, etc: now, I ask, if the stream of revelation was so 
limited and ephemeral in its flow, why was it that those same truths, 
included in the Gospel, were again revealed in the dispensation of the 
meridian of time? According to the short-sighted denier of continuous 
revelation the whole of the New Testament would have been a tedious 
superfluity. Philemon had the book of Enoch before him which foretold 
of the Lord’s second coming, and how much more, only revelation can tell, 
for a man who had walked with God for three centuries would have 
learned much that was worth retaining for succeeding generations. All o 
the New Testament writers were well supplied with the writings of their 
ancestors; but they lived in a new dispensation, another age with new 
environment, had new adversaries to contend with, and therefore those 
ancient revelations would no more suffice for the then present exigencies 
than the water which gushed from the hidden rock to resuscitate Hagar’s 
prostrate child could quench the thirst of the famished caravan on the 
parching Sahara of to-day. 

Peter informs us in his second epistle, which was written, according to 
the best authority, about 66 A. D., a few years prior to his martyrdom, that 
“God has according to his divine power given unto them all things that 
pertain unto life and godliness, through the knowledge of him that had 
called them to glory and virtue.” Exceeding great and precious promises 
were given by which, “ye might be partakers of the divine nature.” He 
enumerates these gifts as being faith, virtue, knowledge, and continuing 
says “he that lacketh these things is blind and cannot see afar off,” etc. 
From Peter’s testimony we glean this truth: that the Gospel in its fulness 
had been revealed and taught in that day; and that they at that time 
possessed all things essential to perfect them in the knowledge of God. 
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Paul also had given to him “such an abundance of revelations” that it 
was necessary that an infirmity be brought upon him to prevent his being 
“exalted above measure.” With such a super-abundance of revelations as 
this, surely those who deny the necessity of continuous revelation would 
conclude there was no need of any more revelations in that time or at any 
succeeding one. But to their discomfiture, and true to the real character 
of the Gospel (for therein is the righteousness of God revealed from faith 
to faith) revelations continued, and a score of years later John received 
on Patmos one of the grandest revelations in the Scriptures. 

We know that St. Paul makes an allusion to a most glorious principle 
upon which the other New Testament writers are almost silent. He drops 
a word, which awakens in the “hearts of the children” a hope that “their 
fathers,” who died, without the Gospel, may yet have hope. This beau- 
tiful principle is clearly supported by our Lord, who stated that he was 
about to go and preach to those who had not received the Gospel. And 
Peter emphatically states that he (Christ) did go and “preach to the 
spirits in prison.” And why? “That they might be judged aceording to 
men in the flesh but live according to God in the spirit.” By the Gospel 
all men are to be judged, we are informed by St. Paul; then to reach all 
men and draw them to Christ, its propagation must be extended into the 
vast world of spirits whose numbers are illimitably in excess of the few 
who are now on the earth, and “if I be lifted from the earth, I will draw 
all men unto me” saith the Redeemer. How very few have accepted the 
Gospel in this life, even during the Christian era, not to mention the ages 
preceding it! And of the never-ending chain of human beings who are 
daily passing from this world to the next, only one-third know anything 
of Christ, to say nothing of their obeying His Gospel. Salvation for the 
dead is to a pious and generous heart one of the most heavenly themes of 
the Gospel plan. It dispels all that could savor of selfishness and 
narrowness and makes the “free love of God dealt equally to all.” But 
for ages past the world has been in the darkest ignorance regarding this 
sublime doctrine and if allowed to follow its own inclinations would ever 
have remained so. By denying new revelation there will be hope in this 
life only, which would make true Saints, “of all men most miserable;” but 
Christendom thinks it has been happy enough without it and even denies 
it when presented. God long since revealed this principle. “Behold, I 
will send you Elijah the prophet before the great and dreadful day of the 
Lord: and he shall turn the heart of the fathers to the children, and the 
heart of the children to their fathers, lest I come and smite the earth with 
a curse.” Thanks to the mercy of God and to the faithfulness of the 
righteous, Elijah has appeared and was received, and we now can “be 
made perfect with them,” our fathers, by all being brought into the fold 
of Christ. All thanks to continuous revelation that the curse of God was 
withheld from the earth and a door for salvation opened wide! 

History informs us that previous to the destruction of Jerusalem God 
revealed to certain pious men, that the Saints should make their exit from 
the doomed and impenitent city, stained with the blood of prophets and the 
rejected Redeemer, and be gathered in peace. This revelation was heeded 
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and they escaped the awful fate which fell upon the unbelievers in new 
revelation. The restoration of the Gospel by an angel as described by 
John in the Apocalypse, and mentioned by our Lord as being in the 
“latter days,” must needs be a new revelation. And after the accomplish- 
ment of that grand and important event, the channel of revelation again 
being opened will continue so as long as time shall endure. Another 
angel was to cry, “Babylon is fallen, is fallen;” and if the Gospel will 
have been preached (in the Savior’s words) “in all the world for a witness 
unto all nations,” it is evident that there will be some Saints in Babylon 
or why the cry (of another Angel) “Come out of her, my people, that ye 
be not partakers of her sins, and that ye receive not of her plagues.” 
Since destruction, then, is the portion of Babylon, where will the Saints 
be gathered? Could man’s wavering judgment select a locality, where 
the Lord’s people would be free from the impending judgments? No two 
men would agree on such a subject and who but God could select a favored 
spot where His Saints would escape the calamities which will be sent upon 
the sin-stained world? 

And after the people of God are gathered out of the world there is a 
Zion to be built; a temple to be erected to His holy name, to which He 
“shall come suddenly ;” the law is then to proceed “from Zion” to all the 
earth; and in connection with all these events the preparation is to be 
made for the ushering in of the peaceful though busy millennium! Can 
all this be done from the canon of Scripture, which, by the way, mentions 
twenty-seven missing books of sacred origin? I say, if the Bible is suffi- 
cient for this, the combined clergy would do well to lay aside the wrang- 
lings and contentions over “renderings and readings,” and be up and 
astir, making preparation for the mighty event, or when He appears, He 
will not find a temple to come to, nor the “eagles gathered together,” 
if He depend upon His misguided assumed followers. But to return: 
What an abundance of revelations will be necessary for bringing 
about all these grand and glorious events which for millenniums have 
caused joyous anticipation to them who knew the plans of God! Those 
who oppose these revelations, and would thereby frustrate the design of: 
the Almighty, will repent too late, for when He appears He is to take 
“vengeance on them that know not God and obey not the Gospel.” 

As long as ignorance abounds and unbelief exists, continuous revelation 
will be necessary. Prophecy shall not cease until “that which is perfect 
is come.” Christianity is to-day further from unity and perfection than 
ever, and yet she pushes from her with open palms those very binding 
powers which were placed in the Church of Christ, viz; Apostles, Prophets, 
miracles and gifts. Paul admonished the former-day Saints to “covet 
earnestly the best gifts but rather that ye prophesy ;” also “despise not 
prophesyings.” His vaunting followers of to-day have so far lost sight of 
his inspired counsel that they “despise prophesyings” and to the ever- 
lasting shame of this Christian generation, to be a prophet is to be a 
martyr! Moses said: “Would God that all the Lord’s people were pro- 
phets, and that he would pour out his Spirit upon them all.” 

Our humble testimony is to all the world that God has again spoken 


. 
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from the Heavens; the visiting of angels is again enjoyed; the voice of 
prophecy, hushed for centuries past, rises again in warning tones; and 
continuous revelation is again pouring upon the earth its floods‘of truth 
and light. Every flower that waves its fragrant petals, every plant that 
grows, all Nature herself, expanding, reaches forth to the all searching Eye 
of Heaven for life and light. Why should man, then, the masterpiece of 
Creation, close his eyes and steel his heart against eternal truth? Only 
because its admission would reveal the scars and wounds of his sin-stained 
soul, and expose his corruption. 

In new revelation we realize the fulfilment of those poetic lines sung by 
the sweet Psalmist of Israel: “Surely his salvation is nigh unto them that 
fear him; that glory may dwell in the land. Mercy and truth are met 
together; righteousness and peace have kissed each other. Truth shall 
spring out of the earth; and righteousness shall look down from heaven.” 
The secrets of the Lord are again revealed unto His servants the prophets. 
“The lion hath roared, who shall not fear? The Lord hath spoken, who 
can but prophesy ?” N. L. Morris. 


UTAH NEWS. 


(Summarized from Territorial papers. ) 
The General Sunday School Superintendency has distributed among the different 
Stakes twenty-four hundred Sunday school song books free of charge. 


Mr. C. R. Barratt, who was appointed postmaster of Salt Lake City during President 
Cleveland’s first term of office, has again been appointed to that position. 

The descendants of Edwin Whiting one of the early settlers of Utah held a family 
re-union at Mapleton, Utah County, on March 27. There were nearly 200 present. 


Susan B. Anthony, Rev. Anna Shaw, Ellen B. Dietrick, and other prominent women 
of the nation are announced for a four days’ visit to Salt Lake City, beginning on May 12. 


An organization under the title The New State Irrigation Company has been incor- 
porated at Salt Lake City. The capital stock is $100,000 and the object is implied in the 
name. 

Meetings have been held in different cities to protest against the adoption of women 
suffrage in the main body of the constitution, and in favor of submitting a separate article 
on that subject. 

Two million whitefish were recently put into Utah lake with the idea that they would 
thrive there. Several other varieties which were put into the same place years ago have 
done as well as the native fish. 


T. W. Ellerbeck died at Salt Lake City on the morning of April 2. He has been a well 
known resident of Utah since 1851, when he emigrated from England. He was born at 
Pendleton, near Manchester, in 1829. 


The Utah University Quarterly is the name of a new educational magazine of 64 pages 
issued by the publication committee of the faculty of the institution whose name it bears. 
The first number came out on April 1. 


A new ward has been organized from the northwest part of Kaysville, in Davis Stake, 
to be known as West Layton Ward, with David E. Layton as Bishop and George Steven- 
son and Elijah E. Ellisen as Counselors. 


The land office at Salt Lake City has been unusually busy of late in receiving entries 
to land heretofore not filed upon. The additional facilities for irrigation perhaps, in a 
measure, account for this increased activity. 


